Atypical presentations of pleomorphic adenoma of the lacrimal gland.
To report 3 cases of pleomorphic adenoma of the lacrimal gland with atypical features. The medical records, radiographic imaging, operative reports, and tumor histopathology of 3 patients with unusual presentations of pleomorphic adenoma of the lacrimal gland were reviewed. All 3 patients were females ranging in age from 18 to 64 years. The first patient presented with abrupt orbital inflammation mimicking orbital cellulitis. The second patient presented with a painful subcutaneous nodule. The last patient demonstrated calcification with bony erosion on orbital imaging. Orbitotomy was performed in all cases. Histopathologic evaluation of all specimens with light microscopy was consistent with pleomorphic adenoma of the lacrimal gland. Pleomorphic adenoma is the most common epithelial tumor of the lacrimal gland. A higher degree of suspicion must be present to make the correct diagnosis in cases with atypical features. Pleomorphic adenoma may present abruptly with orbital inflammation mimicking orbital cellulitis, as a painful subcutaneous nodule, or demonstrate calcification with bony erosion on orbital imaging. Complete surgical excision of the lesion within its pseudocapsule is recommended to prevent local recurrences and, although less likely, the possibility of malignant transformation.